CO LONIEALTH BURRZAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTIC 


MONTHLY BULLETIN Of UNEDPLOY) ENT AND SICKNESS BENEFITS STATISTICS. 


NO. 24 3 UAPCH 1948. 


; Le GENERAL 


This bulletin, issued by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician, 
(Mr. S. R. Carver) covers the operations of Part VII of the Social Service Consolidation 
Act, 1947, for the month cf March, 1946 and the nine months ended March, 1948, This 
atovant ton has been compilcc from data mode available by the Department of Social 
Services. 


earnings have been interrupt. ieee unemoloyment or temporary incapacity. It also 
provides another class of benefit » cesignated Special Benefit - which gives assistance 
to persons on account of scne Rapaetet cursumetances, and to those persons who cannot 
comply with the statutory requirements rolating to unemployment or sickness benefit, 
and who are prevented from ¢arning e livelinood and are in need. 


The Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal 
at 


The number of vecisienss of benefit does not embrace the total 


unemployment and sickness in the community, Unemployment or sickness of less than 
seven days' duration is not covered due to the provision in the Act of a "waiting 
period" of this length of time during which no benefit is payable. Permanent 


incapacity is not ieee as this is covercd by the ge and Invalid section of the 
Social Services Consolidation Act 1947, The application of a “means test" excludes 
another group from benefit. Tho inclusion of claims rejected - see Section 8 - 
completes the covorage oi al persons applying for benefit, irrespective of whether 
their claims are approved or rejectods 


The number of "persons on bensfit” in this bulletin relates to 
principal beneficiaries who would normaliy bo breadwinners. Dependants of such 
, beneficiaries are not included. 


The details given in Sections 4, € and 7 refer to admittances and 
exits notified during the period shown and not to admittances and exits which actually 
occurred during the poriod. 


Due to delay in the receipt of information in respect of some 
beneficiaries the figures are preliminary and subject to revision. This applies 
particularly to exits, and results in persons on benefit at the end of the latter 
months being overstated, ; 


2, RENREITS PAID 
The benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit in each State 
during March, 1948 and the nine months ended Merch, 1948, are shown in the following 


table. 


I. AMOUNT OF TITS PAIL DURING 1 ARCH, 1948 AND THE NINE 
“Toi j (Gs STATES 




































efits paid during Benefits paid during eet 
March, 1948 months ended March, 948 
oe EO say een 
te meh ree Unem- 
kness | Special ; Total 
2 ie SRR 8 Sr ga ea i ployment 
, as a £. 
N.S.We (a) 1,944 Peaus 9382] 20,042 53,962 
Victoria 614 14,723 | 995 | 16,337 14,949 
. | Queensland 36,890 14,8086 | 991 | 52,689 || 166,600 
S Australia(b) 169 55791 236)| 6, 246 35730 
WeAustralia Pee 4,608 hot wosles 32,782 
Tasmania poe lees 2A) } HOA ala ss 
| 
TOTAL 95957 D209 Gs 274,46) 35207 














(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
ae by 


(b) Includes Northorh Territory. 








II. CLAIMS 4DMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES AND PE 







Period 





3. SULbARY - CLI 





iS ADMITTED, EXITS, PERSONS ON BENEFIT 
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The following teble shows for the years 1945-46 and 1946-47, and for the 
months March, 1947 to March, 1948, the number of claims admitted and discontinued and 
persons remaining on benefits- 


YEARS 1945-46 AND 1946-47 i.ND MONTHS F 
MARCH, 1948. 
AUSTRALIA 
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1947 - 

March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
August 
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November 
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1948 - 
January (a) 
February (a) 













Year 1945-46 
"1946-47 
1947 - 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 
August 
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1948 - 
January (a) 
February (a) 
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January (a)e. 
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Year 1945-46 ~ 






654455 
739379 












































































Males |Females 


4,661 
3,308 
5,056 
3,852 
59499 
5,822 
4,609 
4,323 
5,019 
3,116 





| 1,230 













Males 





6,724 242 | 
ML O02* dgert 
eae 119) | 
802 82 | 
1,345 eal 
1,008 70 
1,515 187 | 
1,576 aa9 
1262 125 | 
1,310 109 | 
1,480 12% 
974 830 


1,190 




































RSONS_ON BENEFIT - 


a 


ROM MARCH, 1947 TO 


37 | 9,852) 1,526 
21 | 7,605! 9681 
46 | 9,444! 1,608 
a1 | 6,592| 1,146 | 
94 | 8,275) 1,745 | 
66 | 8,095! 1,753 
46 | 6,174| 1,374 
72 | 6,002| 1,430 | 
64 | 6,755| 1,608 
157 | 5,740| 1,184 
46| 8,104} 1,335 
210 | 10,251| 1,726 








17,484 
154554 




















re 5 fn, 088 
335 1119,674 116,536 [136,210 


11,378 
8,633 
11,052 
7,738 
10,020 
9,848 
7,548 
7 9432 
8, 363 
6,924 














75197 215 | 4,318| 1,087 190 34 | 11,705] 1,336 

De lyie 157 |) 35302 894 a9 12 8,656| 1,063 

54945 242 | 46032) 1,220 157 22 | 10,905] 1,484 

3,803 ope 3,796 965 76 | ples 79675 1,131 
3,265 151} 4,905 | 1,244 142 45 8,312) 1,440 | 9,752 
25250 ee pCa) ely oe 138 | 24 9,180} 1,677 | 10,857 
2,091 81 | 4,598! 1,256 142 47 6,831| 1,384 | 8,215 
2,286 Sal 4g Oa deze 107 41 6,924| 1,388 | 8,312 
78| 5,467 | 1,606 142 46 7,612| 1,730 | 95342 
50 | 3,233 | 1,006 192°), AAT) 4,255) 173) | 55420 
PRO OSA eAb A T8260 792 | 80 8,102] 1,479 | 9,581 

3,673 | 1,044 441 37 8,152) 1,265 

_______PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF EACH MONTH 

6,576 297 | 5,628) 1,292 56} 140 | 12,260! 1,729 | 13,989 
9,745 298) 70121 25143 214 | 226 | 16,971, 2,667 | 19,638 
8,828 2861 6,955 | 2,051 194 235 | 15,980] 2,572 | 18,552 
7,114 2611. UT 20omGes Who 197 | 259 | 14,519| 2,696 | 17,215 
5,981 2271 (1.264:| 2,219 191 | 265 | 13,436) 2,711 | 16,147 
55305 212 | 7,858 | 2,490 236 | 314 | 13,399) 3,016 | 16,415 
4,209 162) 7,868 | 2,554 237 | 356 | 12,314! 3,092 | 15,406 
3,558] 168) 7,879 | 2,559 220! 355 | 11,657) 3,082 | 14,739 
2,842 T2951 “POay| 25509 222%) 386 | 10,735| 3,124 | 13,859 
2,454 115) 7,223 12,483 201 | 404 9,878, 3,002 | 12,880 
3,356] 1181 7,206) 2,452 899| 444 | 11,363! 3,018 | 14,376 
4,090 LAC 7 Ode regal, 264 | 410 | 11,365! 2,869 | 14,234° 
5,914) 246) 7,223 | 2,501 327| 583 16,794 
248 | 554 174874 


4. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED 


(i): Duration: The number of wocks during which benefit was paid for each of 
the cases of benefit whose discontinuences was notified during March, 19.8, and 
the nine months ended March, 1948, is shown in the following table:- 


III. DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING MARCH, 1948 
AND THE NINE MONTHS ENDED MARCH 1948 3: AUSTRALIA 


ee ee 


) pow Res O.N Ss 


Duration Maroh, 1948 | 
of Benefit a 


\ 
i — 


‘Sickness Special | Total Special | Total 


Nine months ended 
March 


Less than 1 | | 933 
1,834 
1,506 
1,014 
726 
1,415 
574 
650 


























99044 23,877 


a a ee ee 


The following table shows for discontinuances notified during 
March, 1948 and the nine months ended March, 1948 the percentage distribution 
according to specified durations of benefit:- 


IV. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING MARCH, 1948 AND THE NINE MONTHS 
ENDED MARCH, 1948 - PERCENTAGS DISTRIBUTION 
&CCORDING TO DURATION: AUSTRALIA. 
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(ii) Reasons for Cessation: The reasons for terminating benefits whose dis- 
continuance was notified during March, 1946 and the nine months ended Merch, 


1948 are shown below:= 


V, REASON FOR CESSATION OF BE 
MARCH, 1948 AN 


March 
Reason for Cessation Unemployment Unemployment |. 
am = Persons| % a Persons | % _lPersons | 
Employment secured or 
resumed LOLo| AA ehe | 53,19) 27,930 
Incapacity terminated - 
Failure to report (a) 1,480 40,70 35.40 
Transfer to another benefit 
covered by the Act 61 1,68 creel 
Statutory age limit (b) 12 0,53 
ermanent incapacity (c) 16 130 
ansfer to Rehabilitation 
Allowance 2 ) 0,16 
Death - 0,08 
Transfer to another district 52 2 nee 
0 é 9 Areal: 
ther |___398 10.94 ; 


3,636{ 100,00} 44932 | 100.00, 23,877 | 400,00 51,101 | 100,00 


In most of these cases the beneficiary has resumed employment without advising the 
Department of Social Services, (b) Includes transfer to Age Pensions, 
Includes transfer to Invalid Pensions, 























Di PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF MARCH, 1948 


Total Persons 


(i) Proportion per 10,000 in Employment: The proportion of persons on benefit at 
e7th March, 1948, to the estimated number of employees in employment was approx= 


imately 69 per 10,000 comprising 28 unemployment, 38 sickness and 3 special cases 
per 10,000, 


The following table shows the proportion for males and females;~ 


VI, APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT {T 27TH MARCH, 1945 
PER_10,000 WASE AND SALARY EARNERS IN EMPLOYMENT 2 AUSTRALIA 


No, on benefit per 10,000 


Sex Proportion Unemployment | Sickness 


ee ree 


Males per 10,000 males 
Females per 10,000 females 


Persons per 10,000 persons 


(ii) State Totals: The following teble shows the number of persons in each State 
in receipt of benefit at 27th March, 1948:- 


VII. NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 27TH MARCH, 1948 : STATES 
ate Unemployment _| 
= Males | Females 
; W, (a) | 


st 
N.S, gee 59 


) 


s 
- * | Victoria 73 
Queensland 310 
S, Australia 
W, Australia 
Tasmania 


























248 14,392] 3,482 


) Includes Australian Capital Territory, 


(b) Includes Northern Territory, 
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(iii) Ages: Distribution of persons on benefit at 27th March, 1946, according 

to age groups is shorm in the folloving teble:- 
VIII. GROUPED AGE : PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 27TH MARCH, 1948 
AUSTRALIA 
Sickness |S 

at 31st Dec.1937 Vales Females 
16 - 19. years 36 
are 27,. 

25 = 29 

30 = 34 

B5 = 39 

do - 4 

45. - 49 

50\- 54 
Dose 59 

60 years and 


(i) Cause of Unemployment: The following table analyses the reasons for term= 
ination of employment as stated by persons whose admission to benefit was noti-= 
fied during March, 1948 and the nine months ended March, 1948 and by those who 
were on benefit at 27th March, 1948, 


Discharges and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the enp= 
loyer, the broad dintinction being that a discharge is final and there is no 
likelihood of the person being re-engaged, at least in the near future, A lay= 
off is a separation of a temporary nature with the idea that the job will be 
available again for the employee as soon as circumstances permit, Quits are 
separetions which take place on the initiative of the employce, 


IX. CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT : CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC, DURING MMRHC, 1948 AND THE 


et NE toch a 


NINE MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 1948 : AUSTRALIA 


wdmitted during|Admitted during] On Benefit at 
Cause of Unemployment cis Cee ee a peck 
<> oe _Males | Females| Moles | Females] Males 
Discharged or Laid off - 
Disciplinary reasons 
Inefficiency, including medical 
unfitness 
Power rationing 
Shortage of materials 
Strikes and lock-outs 
Seasonal Work 
Casual work 
Othor including inadequately defined 
Quitted = 
Medical unfitness work too heavy 
Other quits, including inadequately 
defined 
Not previously employed ~- 
Employers, workers on own account 
Exeservice personnel not yet returned 
to work 











Other 
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(ii) Industrial Groups: In the following stetement is show the distribution, 
according to main industrial groups, of persons whose admission to benefit was 
notified during March, 1948, and the nine months ended March, 1948, and of those 
on benefit at 27th March, 1948:- 





Pe et nt ene a te ne a Sere a 


AND_ THE NINE MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 1948 : AUSTRALIA 


ee ee ae 


X. UNEMPLOYMENT ~ INDUSTRIAL GROUPS = CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC, DURING MARCH, 1948 












































ae et ae Admitted Admitted during] On Benefit at | 
Industry in which last engaged during March, 9 months es ero eis 
ic he ee Sees Seen Sone Ae ec es 2 el already) heli Gane! 5 
Pea Males ee Males | Females| Males | Females 
Agriculture, Pastoral & Dairying yal - 3,460 6 1, 360 | a 
Other Primary Production 36 | - 281 - 76: - 
Coal Mining 367 - 849 - | 328! - 
Other Mining and Quarrying | 103 | ~ 4d,8 | - | 99 | - 
Factories and Industrial - | 
Founding, engineering, metal- | | 
working including shipbuilding 11s 2 1,040 24 ZL 5 
Vehicles, including aircraft 55 - (Beth = | 69 | - 
Textiles and articles of dress 20 Ad 176 123 | oie 48 
Food, drink and tobacco 7188 106 BECAME 192 R632 ame 8 ues 
Furniture, woodwork, etc, Is aeayss 8 nod 14 Pag gee 8 | 
Other factories, including heat, 
light and power 92 10 820 | 36. 9) 71185 7 
‘Building and Construction 525 - 353945 - 889 ~ 
Transport and Communication vale 22 3,449 180 540 31 
Commerce and Finance = | 
Wholesale and retail trade 245 30 1,686 | 149 393 | 36 
Finance and property 12 - 109 6 24 a! 
Public Administration and Pro- 
fessional 102 16 1352 80 280 | ey. 
Personal and Domestic Service abby 63 1027, 283 228 | 86 
Other 
the || ¢ | 3s/ a | al » 
EE STA | 904 | 23,809} 1,134 6,892 | 382 | 








Distribution by States of males in receipt of unemployment bencfit at 
27th March, 1948, in the principal industrial groups is shown in the following 
table:- 


XI, UNEMPLOYMENT : INDUSTRIAL GROUPS~=- MALES ON BENEFIT AT 27TH MARCH, 1948 
STATES, 





EL CGA tt ER EE NERA SRN ee eRe 















































, , N.S... | S.A 
Industry in which last engaged (a) Sipe Gs Q'LD, one 
Agriculture, Pastoral, etc, 45 ie 1,288 | 2 
Other Primary, including mining 30 3 458 - 
Engincering, etc, including 
vehicles g2 3 170 9 
Food, Drink, etc, Factories Coe || Sp idles 2 
Other, Factories 49 10 B97 ui 
Building and Construction 50 10 799 6 
Transport and Communication 17 12 469 5 
Commerce and Finance 38 ala 323 5 
Public Administration and Pro~ 
fessional 35 6 190 4 
Personal and Domestic Service 39 5 139 1 
Other 8 al 39 - 
TOTAL 27TH MARCH, 1948: | 415 722 03055 35 
NS : 
TOTAL 29TH MARCH, 1947: L341 967 | 6,509! 128 














(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory, 


(b) Includes Northern Territory, 


Te 
(iii) Metropolitan and Other: Admissions to unemployment benefit notified 
during the nine months ended March, 1948, and the persons on benefit at 27th March, 
1948, are dissected into “Vetropolitan" and "Other" Districts (based on the usual 
"place of residence of the bencficiary) in the following table :- 







XII. DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN 


\ : STATES. 





‘AND OTHER DISTRICTS (a) 
Sse ee Sa ainsi liiailiaes nl Sree 7 eae 


Claims admitted during ninc 









ETE ES NEY 


~ On Benefit at 



























v aoet _--Jonths ended Merch, 1948, 27th March, 1943, 
pe _tictropolitan | Other i Metropolitan | a Other 
ae ; Males | Femalcs|, Males |Femalcs| Males ; Females | Males 
Ncw South Wales (b) - 7712 Dale eeOGe.) 204 136 279 | 52 
Victoria ] 269 45 569 | ole 32 at ~ 
Quecnsland 04 4,841 | 209/12,872 | 578 | 9656 55 | 5,099 | 255 
“South Australia (c) 4 136 2) 69 | a 29 2 6 - 
Western Australia .4 1,651 | 36 405 | 28 | 265 | 7 24 | 1 
Te smania Panis gee ee eal ea eee cee oe 
L TOTAL: [W808 S1ali6,00e 628 Lear | 3 | Sse Ue 








“(a) Metropolitan compriscs the rcgions administcrcd from Capital City and Suburban — 
district officcs of the Departments of Social Services or Labour and National Serviccs 
(Employment Scrvicc). In N.S.iW., Liverpool is includcd in "Other". In Seliey Port 
Adclaidc end in Wel.., Fremantle and Midland Junction arc included in "Metropolitan". 
(b) Includes Australian Capital Tcrritory. (c) Includes Northcrn Territory. 


7. SICKNESS - CliIMS ADMITTED DURING MARCH, 1948 AND THE NINE MONTHS ENDED 
WARCH, 1948 {ND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF 1RCH 1948. 

(i) Metropolitan and Othcr: Sickncss pencfits whose admission was notificd 
during the nine months cndcd Jerch, 1948, and thosc current ot 27th March, 1948, are 
dissectcd into "Metropolitan" and "Othcr" districts (bascd on the usual placc of 
rcgidenec of thc bencficicry), in the following tables- 


XIII. DISTRIBUTION OF SICKNESS BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLLTAN sD 








OTHER DISTRICTS (a): STATES. 
aa ewer ine odmatted during nine [| | On Benefit at 
4 | Bate |___Months cndcd March, 1948. 27th Merch, 1948 ore 















Mctropolitan | Other ictropolits _ Other 
erate ieee en eae _Malcs | Females 
New South Wales (b) «| 8,639 1,266 289 

Victoria ee 65240 
Quecnsland oo] 25918 
South Australia (c) «| 3,039 
Westcrn fustralia .--| 2,150 
Tasmania 76 |e es 283 | ae 
TOTAL: 237651 ‘ ‘ 23.9145 
(a) Sce footnote to table 6 (iii 




















(ii) Industriel Groups: The distribution according to main industriel 
groups, of persons on sickness benefit at 27th March, 1948, is shown in the following 
table:= 
XIV, INDUSTRIAL GROUPS ; PERSONS ON SICKNESS BENEFIT AT 27TH MARCH, 1948: .USTRADI 

SSS a ee ee Sa oe Ce Se 
Industry in which last engaged Males |Femalcs | Persons 
wericulturc, Pastoral and Dairying = at, 
Other Primary Production 
Coal Mining 
Other Mining and Quarrying 
Factorics and Industrial - 





Eee Le SE 
















4 Founding, engincering, metalworking, including shipbuilding | 1,013 88 
Vehicles, including aircraft oe 346 eas 
Textilcs and articlcs of dress AG 244 478 
Food, drink and tobacco ee 473 140 

43 Furniturc, woodwork, ctc. oe 323 13 
Other Factorics, including heat, light and powcr ate 681 145 

Building and Construction piel Oed & 
Transport and Communication es 669 67 

‘ Commcrec and Financc - Wholesalc and retail tradc oe 712 466 
- Finance and property eos 47 40 


Public jdministration and Professional oe 218 407 
Personal and Domestic Servicc oe 349 642 


Other Re ieee: ea 
EF Roe ene Ro ese ERS 7 7.252 | 2,546 |< 











8. 


/ (iii) Nature of Sickncsss The following tablc shows the principal causes 
7 of sickness as stetcd on mcdical ccrtificates of pcrsons whosc admission was notified 


during March, 1948 and the nine months cndcd March, 1948, and of thosc on benefit at 
27th March, 1948: 


XV. NATURE OF SICKNESS 3: CLAIMS uDMITTED, ETC. DURING MARCH, 1948 
~~ AND Tt THE NINE i VONTHS. ENDED 1 MARCH, 1948 3: AUSTRALIA. 















. — | admitted during Admittcd during | On Benefit at 
| He Battets March, ninc months 27th March, 
) aturo of Sickness 19485 se endcd Mar. Ao S8 1948, 








Malcs | Females | i 





| Infective “ard “Parasitic DiscascSe. 
Cancer oe 
Other Tumours aren! 
Rhcunatism, Discascs of Nutrition 
and Vitamin-Dcficicncy Discascs.. 
Discascs of - 
Blood and Blood~forming Organs .. 
Nervous Systcm and Sense Organs.. 


Circulatory Systcn ee 
Respiratory Systcn oe 
Digestive Systen oe 
Gcnito-Urinary Systcm oof 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, ctc. oe 
Skin and Ccllular Tissuc e 


Bones and Organs of Movement ee 
Other Diseascs (including Ill- 




















defined conditions) ahs 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning- 
Fracturcs ee 
Other Injurics, ctc. ee 
+ | | Operations (original disability 
not statcd) ae 
Other (Including not stated) on 
: TOTAL: 








8. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT ND CLsIMS REJECTED 


The total numbcr of applicants for bencfit whosc claims werc notificd during 
the nine months cndcd March, 1948, and of thosc whose claims werc notified as rcjcetcd 
during the samc pcriod arc shown in thc tablc below. 


XVI. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT {ND CLAIMS REJECTED = NINE MONTHS ENDED 
MSC 1948 3 STATES 














Unemployment |" “Sickness | Bpeckylee |e ee Tote 
| | Percentage 
State | Total | rejects | TO | Rejects Total Rejects | 29%! | Rejects} Rejects 

Claims Claims Clai Claims to total 
NeSeWela)| 5,046| 2,703] 22,0441 2,952 | 584 | 153 | 28,4741 5,888| 2 
Victoria 1,853 | 961 | 14,826 2.210:| 1.578 164| 18,257 3,335 
Q'id. 30,7750) dey 275") 9,103 1,480 599 198} 40,487] 13,953 
Sele (b) 354 | 146 | 6,594 1,288 165 53 fee lee 1,487 
Wee 3,236 1,116 | 5,422 792 45 9,461 1,953 
Tasmania |__ 218 | 58 | 2 425 286 e230 2,747 | _374 13 




















TOTAL: 22,282) 1, 339 60,42 4241 9,008 | “643 | 106,539 6,990 
ee en IH Sa eae A Ee a Ba a + oes 
a Tneludcs Australian Capital Tcrritory. 


(b) Includes Northern Tcrritory. 
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